EISE OF EUROPEAN PIRACY

he left them alone. A few months later the
Portuguese factory at Cong, in the Persian Gulf,
was plundered by an English pirate; another was
heard of in the Red Sea, while Philip Babington3
an Irish pirate, was cruising off Tellichery in the
Charming Mary.

By 1689 a number of sea rovers from the
West Indies had made their appearance, and the
factory at Fort St. George reported that the sea
trade was 'pestered with pirates/ The first
comers had contented themselves with plunder-
ing native ships. Now their operations were
extended to European vessels not of jfcheir own
nationality. In time this restriction ceased to
be observed; they hoisted the red or black flag,
with or without the colours of the nationality they
affected, and spared no vessel they were strong
enough to capture.

The Armenian merchants were loud in their
complaints, An Armenian ship, bound from Goa
to Madras, with twenty thousand pagodas on
board, was taken by a pirate ship of two hundred
tons, carrying twenty-two guns and a crew of
sixty men. Another Armenian ship, with fifty
thousand xeraphims, was taken near Bombay, on